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Notice: Triennial Review of Iowa’s Water Quality Standards 
 
Section 131.20 of the Clean Water Act requires a state to hold public hearings for the purpose of reviewing 
applicable water quality standards at least once every three years (a triennial review).  Out of this process the 
State will develop a plan for standards that need to be modified or adopted over the next triennial review 
period (2018-2020) as time and resources allow.  This is the opportunity for the public to have their opinions 
heard on the priorities of the State’s WQS program over this time period. Public hearings for the triennial 
review period will be held at the following locations:  
 
Urbandale: January 23, 4:00 pm, Meeting Room B, Urbandale Public Library, 3520 86th St. 
Washington: January 24, 4:00 pm, Nicola-Stoufer Room, Washington Public Library, 115 West Washington St. 
Harlan: January 25, 4:00 pm, Conference Room, Harlan Public Library, 718 Court St. 
 
The public can also submit written comments to Matthew Dvorak, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 
502 E. 9th St., Des Moines, IA 50319, or by email at matthew.dvorak@dnr.iowa.gov. The comment period for 
the Triennial review has been extended from January 24th to March 30th. 
 
The Iowa DNR WQS staff has developed an initial list of standards it has prioritized to address over the next 
three year period: 
 
Aluminum 
Aluminum is ubiquitous in the soils of Iowa and the Iowa DNR is concerned that the existing aluminum 
standard is not representative of aquatic life species that reside in Iowa waters and the natural conditions to 
which our native aquatic life are adapted.    New toxicity data is available for the development of an 
aluminum standard that takes the site-specific water chemistry into consideration and is more in line with 
naturally-occurring conditions in the State.  The Environmental Protection Agency is also working on new 
recommendations for an aluminum standard but has not yet released its latest recommendations.  
Stakeholders have expressed a desire for the aluminum standards to be updated to account for Iowa specific 
conditions. 
 
Use Attainability Analyses (UAAs) 
As an important part of Iowa’s WQS, UAAs allow for the determination of appropriate designations for Iowa’s 
streams, and help ensure water quality is sufficient to support the different ways Iowans use our streams and 
rivers.  Several different DNR program areas rely upon UAAs, but primarily they are conducted for National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit renewals. 
 
Metals - Total Recoverable Vs. Total Dissolved 
This issue involves both metal standards expression (total vs. dissolved) and implementation of the metal 
standards in different Clean Water Act (CWA) programs.   Both water quality standards in Iowa and 
measurements reported by the Departments water quality monitoring programs are currently expressed as 
total recoverable metals.  Dissolved metals concentrations are generally regarded as the bio-available 
fraction which is representative of potential harm to aquatic life. 
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